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e of the *‘ﬁ:ree ARVN dwlsians now assigne&

*ﬂ:e defcns ive and beclecaguercd. March's mi litary
...___f{ﬁidta'nt conscquences-~the loss of territoxy, military
1sual ties, and the enormous population dislocation of the

‘million civilian refugees--have had a heavy, adverse impact
k_____--"‘gml?tlc:al and social structure of South Vietnam. Just how
sawy’, extensive or lasting is hard to tecll, partly because the South -
tnamese people arc in a statc of shock and because a full knowledge of |
@t actually has happened in MR's 1 and 2 is not yet widespread, even in
g, lct alonc the populated rural arcas in MR 3 or the still prosperous
| 2sriculturally busy Mckong Delta,
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. North Victnamese Plans and Intentions

Korth Vietnam's intentions are hard to disccein and its next moves arxe
probably the subject of active discussion now being conducted by the Lao
Dong Politburo in Hanoi. Such evicdence as is available suggests that
Hlanoi 1s weighing two broad options:

a. Exert a maximum effort to exploit the rccent tactical successcs
and preseat battlefield advantage of the North Vietnemese Axiy in an all
out effort to collapsc the GVN and eliminate it as a functioning political
eaEitY .

b. Consolidate recent gains and tyy for onc or two more najor victorices
(e.g., disperse the 25th ARVN Division and/or capture Tay Ninh), then call
:[_’or negotiations on teris tantamount to a GVN surrender, planning to txy
again dor military victory-later in 1975 or 1976 if the GVN can not be
pressurcd politically into accepting sone fora of epalition governrment'
that would give the Comnumnists de facto political control over South
Vietnc:, A

From the time the Paris Agrcerment vas sipgned in 1973, Hanol has been
steadily irproving its military capobilities in South Vietnam through 2
continuous immrovement of its logistic infrostructure (roads, trails, e
ete. , Ain both Laos and South Vi(-tn:::.z] and & continuous infusion of :‘H':‘tﬂ LS,
equipnent and troops--all in direct violetion of Article 7 of the 1973
Agreement, This flow has peaked and valleyed over the past 26 months, but
it has never stopped,
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